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Memo to Village of Union Hill Trustee and Villagers Regarding Wind Turbine Development 

From Grant Van Voorst 11/5/2023 

 
During our monthly mee�ng on Wednesday we will review a development regarding the wind turbine 

development project in Kankakee county.  Graeme Agate from Pa!ern Energy contacted me regarding 

wind tower development in Kankakee County area.  The company developing this project has offered 

some fiscal incen�ve to locally & poten�ally affected villages where the company may choose to place 

wind towers.  As I understand from the a!ached documents sent to me by Graeme and from discussions 

had with him, if the village of Union Hill ra�fies the a!ached resolu�on wri!en by them then Pa!ern 

Energy is free to place wind towers within the 1.5 mile village controlled area subject to zoning and 

standard wind tower regula�ons.  In considera�on of this Pa!ern Energy is willing to pay the village the 

following: 

 

1. Supplementary Dona�on within 30 days of ra�fica�on 

 

$10,000 flat payment 

2.  For each wind tower they choose to place within the 

1.5 mile area: 

$25,000 per tower a7er towers have 

been build 

 

3. 

 

Annual payment to village for years 1-39 of 

 

$2,000 per tower per year with a 2% per 

year increase 

 

I have invited Graeme Agate of Pa!ern Energy and Haley Peters of Spesia-Taylor (village a!orney) to 

come to the mee�ng to discuss any ques�ons you may have. 

 

 

Notes: 

• I have discussed this topic with the mayors of Herscher, Buckingham and Reddick and all have 

signed a similar agreement (although each has added some type of language to its agreement).   

 

• The six towers shown in the exhibit a!ached are only an example and may or may not represent 

the plan for wind towers in the area.  However, once ra�fied the company at its discre�on may 

place any number of towers anywhere within the area but then must pay per the terms of this 

agreement.  This may include 0 tower or more than 0.  In the event that the company decides to 

place no towers within the 1.5 mile area then only the $10,000 will be paid to the village.   

 

• The Wind Development Company has entered into an agreement with me and Hugh to refrain 

from placing power lines or wind towers within the Hugh Van Voorst airport final approach 

courses (east and west for 3 nau�cal miles and a certain distance north and south of the runway 

centerline) in considera�on for me remaining unopposed to the development project.  Therefore 

I will abstain from any vote and will remain impar�al to the project. 
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A!ached please find emails from Graeme  

 

 

 
CBA Benefits Summary  
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Proposed by Pa,ern Energy        Reviewed by Village of Union Hill 
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Original Email from Graeme Agate to me: 
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Proposed Resolu/on – I changed only the font and formaDng and removed the signature pages 

so that I could succinctly a!ach it to this memo for the trustees and villagers.  Grant 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS   )  RESOLUTION [___] 

      ) 

COUNTY OF KANKAKEE  )  

      ) 

VILLAGE OF UNION HILL  ) 

 

APPROVAL OF A WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM WITHIN ONE AND A HALF MILES OF THE 

VILLAGE CORPORATE LIMITS AND STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 

WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM IN THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTON AND KANKAKEE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER [___] 

 

 A RESOLUTION approving development, construc�on and opera�on of a wind energy conversion 

system (“WECS”) project, or any part thereof, within one and a half (1½) miles of the corporate limits of 

the Village of Union Hill (“Village”) by Illinois Genera�on LLC a Delaware limited liability company, and its 

affiliates and assignees (collec�vely “Developer”) to be located within the area iden�fied on either 

Exhibit B-1 “Preliminary Project Map – Op�on 1” or  Exhibit B-2 “Preliminary Project Map – Op�on 2” as 

such Preliminary Project Map Op�on may be selected by the Developer, in its sole discre�on 

(collec�vely, “Exhibit B” the “Preliminary Project Maps”), proclaiming support for the development of a 

WECS project by Developer within Norton Township and in Kankakee County, Illinois, including without 

limita�on, construc�on of up to [____]WECS towers within the one-and-a-half (1½)-mile radius of the 

Village corporate limits (the “Project”), and authorizing the Mayor of the Village of Union Hill to execute 

a le!er to the Kankakee County Board and Kankakee County Zoning Board of Appeals advising of this 

Resolu�on and the Village’s approval of and support for the development of the Project, including 

without limita�on that por�on within one and a half (1½) miles of the Village corporate limits.  

 WHEREAS, the Village is a duly organized and exis�ng body poli�c and corporate governed by 

the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-1-1 et seq., and its own duly adopted Municipal 

Code, located in the Township of Norton and the County of Kankakee;  

 WHEREAS, the Kankakee County, Illinois, Code Part II, Chapter 121 § 121-295 states, “Si�ng a 

wind energy conversion system (WECS) as defined in subsec�on 121-3(b) of the County Code shall be 

regulated by this sec�on and all applicable state and federal regula�ons.” and 55 ILCS 5/5-12020 states, 

“A county may also regulate the si�ng of wind farms and electric-genera�ng wind devices in 

unincorporated areas of the county outside of the zoning jurisdic�on of a municipality and the 1.5 mile 

radius surrounding the zoning jurisdic�on of a municipality.”  

WHEREAS, the Village has determined that the development, construc�on and opera�on of the 

Project by Developer, including the por�on within one and a half miles of the corporate limits of the 

Village, and including but not limited to WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and 

underground collec�on lines, will improve the general welfare of the residents of the Village; 

 WHEREAS, the Village is authorized and empowered under the Illinois Municipal Code, the 

Kankakee County, Illinois, Code and the Village Code of Ordinances to approve the development, 

construc�on and opera�on of a WECS project or any part thereof, including but not limited to WECS 
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towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground collec�on lines, within one and a 

half miles of the Village corporate limits; 

 WHEREAS, to the extent the Village exercises its zoning authority, including under 65 ILCS 5/11-

13-1 et seq., either currently or in the future, the Village wishes to waive any authority it has now or may 

have in the future to regulate construc�on of WECS towers and other related improvements in the 

Project pursuant to State statutes or local ordinances including without limita�on pursuant to 65 ILCS 

5/11-13-26 and 55 ILCS 5/5-12020;  

 WHEREAS, the Village wishes to communicate its support for the development, construc�on and 

opera�on of the Project to the Kankakee County Board and the Kankakee County Zoning Board of 

Appeals; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE OF UNION HILL AS FOLLOWS: 

 Sec�on 1: The Village of Union Hill hereby proclaims its support for the development, 

construc�on and opera�on of the Project by Developer in Kankakee County, Norton Township, and 

within the one and a half (1½) mile radius from the Village limits, including but not limited to the 

development, construc�on and opera�on of WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines 

and underground collec�on lines. 

Sec�on 2: The Village of Union Hill hereby approves the development, construc�on and 

opera�on of the Project, or any part thereof, including but not limited to WECS towers, access roads, 

overhead transmission lines and underground collec�on lines, by Developer within one and a half (1½) 

miles of the Village’s corporate limits pursuant to the Kankakee County, Illinois, Code Part II, Chapter 121 

§ 121-295, as set forth on the Preliminary Project Maps, so long as the Project otherwise sa�sfies County 

setback requirements pursuant to the Kankakee County, Illinois, Code.  The Village acknowledges that 

the final loca�ons of the WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground 

collec�on lines are subject to final engineering.  The Village approves the Developer’s right to relocate 

the WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground collec�on lines iden�fied 

on the Preliminary Project Maps to any other por�on of the Project, provided that WECS towers sited 

within one and a half (1½) miles of Village corporate limits may shi7 by one second or more of la�tude 

and longitude only with addi�onal approval by the Village.   

Sec�on 3: To the extent the Village of Union Hill exercises its zoning authority including 

under 65 ILCS 5/11-13-1 et seq. either currently or in the future, the Village hereby waives any authority 

that it has now or will have in the future to regulate the Project or any part or por�on thereof, including 

but not limited to WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground collec�on 

lines constructed within the one and a half (1½) mile radius of the Village limits, pursuant to State 

statute or local ordinance, including without limita�on pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-16 and 55 ILCS 5/5-

12020. 

 Sec�on 4: The Village of Union Hill hereby authorizes the Mayor of the Village of Union Hill 

to execute and send the Le!ers of Support a!ached as Exhibit A to this Resolu�on to the Kankakee 

County Board and the Kankakee County Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 Sec�on 5: If any sec�on, subsec�on, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this Resolu�on or any part thereof is for any reason held to be uncons�tu�onal or invalid or ineffec�ve 

by any court of competent jurisdic�on, such decision shall not affect the validity or effec�veness of the 

remaining por�ons of this Resolu�on, or any part thereof. The Village Board of Trustees hereby declares 

that it would have passed each sec�on, subsec�on, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

thereof irrespec�ve of the fact that any one or more sec�ons, subsec�ons, subdivisions, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses or phrases be declared uncons�tu�onal, invalid or ineffec�ve.  
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EXHIBIT A TO RESOLUTION 

 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR WECS PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

 

May __, 2023 

 

To: Kankakee County Board 

Kankakee County Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Dear Kankakee County Board and Kankakee County Zoning Board of Appeals: 

 

On ___________ _, 2023, the Village of Union Hill Board of Trustees passed Resolu�on [___] 

proclaiming the Village’s support for the development, construc�on and opera�on of a wind energy 

conversion system (“WECS”) project by Illinois Genera�on LLC and its affiliates and assigns (collec�vely, 

“Developer”) in Kankakee County, Norton Township (the “Project”), and within a one and a half (1½) mile 

radius from the Village limits, including but not limited to the development, construc�on and opera�on 

of WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground collec�on lines, pursuant to 

Kankakee County, Illinois, Code Part II, Chapter 121 § 121-295.  Further by Resolu�on [__] the Village 

approves and supports the development, construc�on and opera�on of the Project by Developer, 

including but not limited to WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and underground 

collec�on lines, within the one and a half (1½) mile radius of the corporate limits of the Village of Union 

Hill pursuant to Kankakee County, Illinois, Code Part II, Chapter 121 § 121-295, as iden�fied on either 

Exhibit B-1 “Preliminary Project Map – Op�on 1” or  Exhibit B-2 “Preliminary Project Map – Op�on 2” as 

such Preliminary Project Map Op�on may be selected by the Developer, in its sole discre�on and 

a!ached to Resolu�on [__]  (collec�vely, “Exhibit B” the “Preliminary Project Maps”), so long as the 

Project otherwise sa�sfies County setback requirements pursuant to the Kankakee County, Illinois, Code.  

The Village acknowledges that the final loca�ons of the WECS towers, access roads, overhead 

transmission lines and underground collec�on lines are subject to final engineering.  The Village 

approves the Developer’s right to shi7 the WECS towers, access roads, overhead transmission lines and 

underground collec�on lines iden�fied on the Preliminary Project Maps, provided that WECS towers 

sited within one and a half (1½) miles of Village corporate limits may shi7 by one second or more of 

la�tude and longitude only with addi�onal approval by the Village. 

Resolu�on [___] is enclosed herein. 

Sincerely, 

VILLAGE OF UNION HILL 

              

Village Mayor  
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EXHIBIT B-1 

 

 

PRELIMINARY PROJECT MAP – OPTION 1 
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EXHIBIT B-2 

 

 

PRELIMINARY PROJECT MAP – OPTION 2 

 

 


